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CHEAP AND POPULAR PUBLICATIONS. 


An excellent appeal has been addressed to the American 
Jews by our contemporary of the Occident, calling upon them 
to emulate and countervail the activity of conversion-seekers, 
by the provision of sound religious and moral tracts, prepared 
by and for the faithful in Israel. A society has in consequence 
been formed, with the combined. object of contributing the 
needful funds, and of systematically disseminating the good 
seed among the families of our people. We have already alluded 
to the commencement of this society’s operations. Thus much 
. for America. In Germany, also, there has for some time ap- 
peared a weekly half-sheet, at a very trifling cost, called the 
Sabbath ‘Blatt’’ (or leaf), edited by learned doctors, high in 
the religious and literary world, who do not deem it derogatory 
to their position to compose weekly dissertations on the Torah 
sections, and moral essays and tales, which, together with 
judicious and entertaining miscellanea, gleaned from various 
sources, constitute a series of highly interesting and valuable 
tracts for the object in view. Our own columns have more 
than once called attention to the urgent need for similar publi- 
cations in this country, We are always glad to record our 
obligations to those benevolent ladies who have originated the 
Cheap Jewish Library, which is devoted to at least one prin- 
cipal feature of the required tracts; and now Mr. Guedalla is re- 
publishing, under a name identical with that of the German peri- 
odical (Sabbath Leaves), a series of select sermons by Jewish 
writers. For this effort also a debt of gratitude is due; and it 
would be more universally accorded did the machinery exist 
whereby these, and similar works, might be generally and sedu- 
lously circulated. Isolated undertakings of this nature have 
always fallen far short of their object in the Anglo-Jewish 
communities ; and we use the opportunity once again to urge 

e desirableness of a combined plan for the evd in view. In 

é first place, both the tales and the religious disquisitions, 
which, together with entertaining extracts, should help to make 
up the miscellany, in our judgment must be, or (if translated) 
must have been, especially composed for the purpose, by those 
acquainted with the tastes, habits, and intellectual capabilities 
of the classes they are designed to edify. We venture to assert 

at there does not at present exist, in our own language, any 
sufficient supply of sermons adapted to the precise end in 


~~ 


Beth Limmud Charity sermon; The Legislature and the Jewish institutions,— 
St. Thomas.—Sydney ; Education and the Jews.—Gibraltar.—Persia.— Bokhara. 
— Balkh.—Jewish Disabilities abroad.—The Russian Jews; Agricultural privi- 
leges.— Miscellanea, 


Hebrew verse by 


Reviews.—Steill’s Pictorial Spelling and Reading Assistant; No. 2.—Rev. John 
Oxlee’s ‘* Three more letters to the Archbishop of Canterbury’’. 


view. As for Jewish tales, except the few in the Cheap Jewish 
Library, there exist scarcely any in the English language. 
In the absence of these, nothing certainly, as moral tales alone, 
could be better adapted to the end in view, than the admirable 
series which the Messrs. Chambers are now publishing; but 
we happen to know, that a small sum having been devoted to 
the distribution of these among our metropolitan Jewish poor, a 
competent party undertook a careful revision of them, and became 
the medium of offering a judicious selection for distribution 
accordingly, through the visiting committee of the Lady’s Loan 
and Visiting Society. From the smallness in number of this 
benevolent committee, and probably from other less obvious 
difficulties, the object has unfortunately failed of accomplish- 
ment—through that which appeared the most eligible channel ; 
and as none othe equally suitable exists, it will certainly be no less 
needful to devise a mode of circulating the Jewish tracts required, 
than to supply the fit materials for them. It is well understood, 
that both the Cheap Jewish Library, and the Sabbath Leaves, of 
which small editions only have been printed, are far from being 
extensively indemand. In short, they have no sale; it would be 
ensuring their depreciation to give them away, at first; and the 
only remaining plan is to leave them to be read, and to take a 
direct interest in theirbeing so;—a plan for which an adequate ma- 
chinery has yet to be devised, and the object in view is well 
worthy that it should be so. Reverting once more to the appro- 
priateness of the articles to be composed, we are able to cite a 
notable exemplification of means resorted to for that end, which 
has been already once before suggested to our readers. At Bor- 
deaux, there has existed since 1817, a society of benevolent Jew- 
ish ladies, for promoting education, clothing, and otherwise bene- 
fiting Jewish families. From time to time they have called for 
and obtained, (through the Chief Rabbi of the district) various 
works of elementary instruction, written expressly for the French 
Jewish schools; for they rightly object to the plan still pursued 
in this country where none such are provided. ‘These pious and 
actively superintending ladies, have discovered the dearth of 
Jewish tracts of the kind already described; more especially 
‘‘ meditations on the great events of life—marriage, maternity, 
‘periods of mourning, of penance, of solemn observance, 
““ &e. &e.’’ With a view to set many thinking on these wants, 
and to encourage competent persons to supply them, they offer 
a prize of 300 francs for the best essay, either original, trans- 
lated, or adapted. The judges will be a committee presided 
over by the Rabbi ; and the successful MS. will be published 
for the advantage of its author. 

One of the chief uses of a periodical such as ours is, by the 
report of what others do, to suggest an example to be shunned, 
or a pattern to be imitated; and we shall deem ourselves privi- 
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leged, if, by any means within our power, we can promote the 
supply, in the form of such tratts, of what were indeed a boon 
to the Jewish poor. 


MANIFESTO OF GERMAN RABBIS. 


(Continued from last number*). 


But these men who wish to lead you astray, argue, that the 
times, which are now changed, are opposed to the strict ob- 
servance of the precepts of the Law; hence, they say it happens, 
that the garden of the holy Law is overrun with briars and 
thistles, that they (the altered times) are our scourge, they com- 
»el us to consult prudence, and have recourse to expedients, to 
break down the houses that the walls may be repaired with the 
materials thereof, to deliver up a part of the camp to the euemy 
that the remainder may be saved! But false and valueless are 
such arguments. We will not and cannot conceal from you, 
how much the prevailing disease of the present age, in the re- 
ligion of the house of Israel, and the perverted generation of faith- 
less children, like raging torrents making violent devastations, 
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the wild heifer, used to the wilderness, snuffs 


vain? The faithless will never cease to imbih 
reform, in accordance with the desire of their h 


the spirit of 
earts, even 

as 
the wind unre. 
desire to throy 


strained; they will never satisfy their craving 
off the yoke, and to case the burden of religion; their in 

tumultuous spirit and passions, jealousy, envy, ambition one 
covetousness—girded with the cords of vanity, and their zeal oo 
eager longing to add drunkenness to thirst, will peyer rele 
be at ease, until they have broken the iron chains of oy; hols 
Law, and have become like servants free from the 
their master. Therefore, alihough our power is limited, and 
our souls are bent to the ground, because foxes haye * 2eaeE 
lished our vineyards, and wicked shepherds have destroy ‘ 
our holy inheritance and trampled down our lovely plants 
so that there is nothing left enclosed and preserved, yet 4), 
hand of the Lord hath not waxed too short for help. The Kj;. 
of the Universe, the Giver of the Law, hath promised us, tha 
it shall not be forgotten from amongst the children of Isao) 
We trust in the Lord; although He hide His face for a whjj, 


y Oke f 


griéve and afflict every person in whose heart our holy faith | from us, we still hopein Him. Brethren, ask of former days, an 
is firmly fixed, but more particularly those whose duty it is to | they will tell you; enquire of earlier generations, and they will 
lead their congregation in the path of God, to seek their ever- | inform you ; that already in remote ages, there were times wher, 
lasting happiness, and to promote peace between their bre. | the spirit of irreligion reigned,—not. as In the present age, 
thren. They silently trust in the Lord, and hope for his assis- ; when there are a few only amongst the children of Israe] who 
tance ; they bend their shoulders to bear patiently their burden, | diverge from the holy faith, and falsify its doctrines, and whey 


and endeavour, by every means in their power, to recal those 
who have gone astray. But see you, our faithful brethren, see 
what these men, who change darkness into light, and light into 
darkness, do, to save the ship of the holy Law, which, being 
tossed, as they say, by the roaring waves of the times, is in 
danger of being wrecked on the sea of religious anarchy, and 
overwhelmed by tempestuous storms. They do not invoke 
the Holy One of Israel for help, they do not exert themselves 
with pious energy, nor tremble with religious fear; they do 
not strengthen the weak in faith, they do not awaken those that 
slumber ; but, like the sailors in the days of Jonah, who, when 
the ship sailed for Tarshish, thinking to save it by light- 
ening its burden, cast the gold, the silver, and all the precious 
things into the depths of the sea, so do these men pretend 


to save the sacred Law, by unburdening it of its precepts and 


statutes ! 

Woe to so unavailing a counsel! their eyes are deprived of 
sight, their hearts of wisdom! Open your eyes, brethren, be- 
hold how many just and righteous statutes have already been 
thrown into the raging sea of reform, and have become the 
prey to its greedy waves; how many of the command- 
ments have been trampled under foot by the heedless and 
presumptuous ; still the sea continues to rage, the tempest is 
not diminished, and they in the ship, who endeavour to lighten 
its burden, falter, and reel like drunken men. 

Therefore brethren, know this, and impress it upon your 
hearts; our laws are bound together with the strong cords 
of religion, and it is not in our power, nor in the power of any 
mortal, to alter or diminish any precept enjoined by our holy 
laws ; they are delivered to us by one shepherd, an everlasting 
covenant ; there is nothing crooked nor uneven in them. The 
words of our wise ancestors also, they are like an oak deeply 
rooted in the field of faith, which cannot be broken nor up- 
rooted; the righteous walk firmly in their path, the wicked 
stumble. But granting it were as the false and perverted rea- 
soners imagine, suppose the everlasting covenant could be 
altered, changed like a garment, and as an ornamental dress 
shaped to fashion and worn at pleasure ; suppose we were per- 
mitted to weigh in the unequal balance of human Eadontia tins 
the respective importance of all the precepts, in order to reject 
the less weighty for the preservation of the heavier; and sup- 
pose human wisdom were capable of testing, assaying, and puri- 
fying the holy doctrines of the Law of God, so as to enable us 
to ascertain which precepts, (according to the demand of the 
age,) might be removed, and which might never be shaken,— 
would not every attempt to establish such a modification be in 


* For this version of the Hebrew original, we are indebted to the po- 
liteness of Mr. Neumegen, of Kew. 


there are still thousands and tens of thousands in al] parts of 
the globe, from the rising of the sun to the setting thereof 
who faithfully adhere to the religion of their ancestors, and 
serve the Lord with a pure heart ;—but in those times whey 
Israel bad their own kings, they were nearly all sinners and 
transgressors, they forsook the Lord, broke his covenant, wor. 
shipped images and heavenly bodies, and practised all the 
abominations despised by Him. But they did not long con. 
tinue so; in a short time Israel returned unto the Lord and 
followed Him with an upright heart, and were faithful to His 
covenant, 

At the time of the Maccabees, when the rod of ihe wicked 
blossomed, the dominion of tyrannical rulers made powerful 
efforts to enforce the rejection of the true law. Israel then 
valiantly fortified their hearts with courage, not to turn away 
from the paths of religion; they sacrificed all that was dear to 
them, they disregarded all their treasures, they boldly encoun- 
tered fire and water, they put their lives in jeopardy, and 
fought unitedly as one man, with a strong arm and a lion’s heart, 
until they subdued the enemy and saved their holy fart. 
Again, some time after, there arose wicked and presumptuous 


;men, known by the name of Sadducees and Caraites, who had 


the temerity to deny the law which was given to Moses our 
instructor, (Peace be with him;) they invented crafty devices, 
and, seduced by the smoothness of their tongucs, many of the 


children of our faith, even kings and high priests, were amongst 


their followers. But the existence of these sects was of short 
duration; they withered like moss on the house tops, they 
wasted like a garment eaten by the moth, they were cousumed 
in their sins; both they and the remembrance of them have 
been lost, and there are at present only a few of them 1 exist 
ence, scattered here and there in isolated corners of the world: 


whilst the tribes of Jeshurun, who believe in the truth of both 


the written and the oral Laws, increase and multiply upon the 
whole face of the earth;—even beyond the far seas are thou- 
sands without number who, like one man, and with one heart, 
worship the God of Israel and obey his commandments. 

He who has not denied his mercy to us from the time the 
heavens were spread over the earth, who was our refuge ac 
support, when oppression overwhelmed us like tempestuon® 
seas, when in the darkest ages, tyrants” ploughed, 2s 
were, our backs, and made long furrows on them, S@y!"s 
bow down, that we may pass over you, and make you nt 
mark for our arrows; He who promised that our pte 
should never be forgotten amongst men, and that the faith oft 
believer should never perish, He will also be our towe? sk 
fortress in this age, when merciful and gracious kings pT 
us, desirous’ to promote our peace and happiness, a5 W* ie 
those of all the ke subjects under their dominion ; for they 
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convinced, that the happiness and salvation of a country 
and of society in general, are only firmly fixed when based on 
the adamantine rock of religion. Therefore you, faithful bre- 
thren, who pursue righteousness, and in whose hearts God's 
law is fixed, fear not the scorn of those men who are desirous 
of alluring you from your faith; nor allow yourselves to be 
scared by the terrific images of the threatening danger which 
they charm into existence, to intimidate you, to entice you to 
revel in the caresses of a strange woman, and to deal treacher- 
ously towards your graceful and much beloved. 

But brethren! trust in the Lord, and hope for the assistance 
of Him who delighteth in the happiness of His creatures, and 
in their righteousness. He will help you with the salvation of 
His countenance ; and when He heals the raging sickness of 
reform in this age, He will fill up the chasms, and will send a 
spirit from His holy heights, to bring back to Him those who 
have gone astray from the house of Jacob. But until these 
happy days are come, be courageous, and unite with us, in 
valiantly defending the tower of our glorious fortifications 
against those who, although our enemies, enter the gates in 
the guise of friendly allies, so as more easily to shake its: foun- 
dation, and to lay it in ruins for ever! But to those who re- 
pent in truth, and with a pure heart, we stretch forth our 
friendly hand, and draw them to us with the cords of love. 
May their portion be everlasting bliss! 

He who establishes peace in the high Heavens, may He grant 
peace and happiness to us, and to all the inhabitants of the 
world, until the glory of His kingdom be revealed over the 
whole universe ! 

In the year of the world, 5605. 


The circumstances under which this important document 
has been promulgated, are probably not so familiar to English 
readers as to our German lecthren, among whom the official 
statement of the Brunswick conclave has been very generally 
circulated. This will probably explain the absence from the 
foregoing manifesto, of any thing beyond a dry condemnation 
of certain proceedings, deemed already sufficiently known in 
their detail and conquences. There is happily very little 
sympathy prevailing among the English communities with the 
presumed objects of the conclave, as it is likely to re-assemble 
at Frankfort, though there might perhaps exist, here and there, 
a disposition to resort to measures having somewhat like ten- 
dencies, For the English, therefore, the document, in its imme- 
diate aspect, is chiefly interesting as an historical one; impor- 
tant notwithstanding, considering its probable consequences 
throughout Germany. It does not become us to do more than 
remind our readers, that the dangers of the original move- 
ment, so soon as we found it confined exclusively to the 
“reform” party, were unreservedly proclaimed in our columns,— 
see especially pages 198, 199 and 231 of our 3rd volume ; (on 
the first named is a summary of what the conclave has done, 
and what it proposes to do,) and pages 6, 29 and 99, of our 
fourth volume. So late as our No. 98, p. 121, we ventured, 
with much diffidence, to appeal for a meeting of the Con- 
servative Rabbis, as preparatory to any formal act by them 
asa body: at that very period, as it now appears, the document 
above given was being sent round for signature :—May its 
| effect be to stay the progress of heresy, whether overt or 

constructive; and may it, under Providence, be the means of 
preserving peace in finish: so that the development of our 
religious prosperity may devolve upon those in whom is indeed 
the spirit of God! 

The following digest from the latest German arrivals, will 
furnish a key to the apprehension which prevails on the subject. 


Innovations.—The somewhat personal contest carried on, 
through the press, between the various members of the Bruns- 
wick meeting of Rabbis, as to the significancy of various of its 
resolutions, and the proper intentions of those who are respon- 
sible for them, occasions some scandal in Germany, and by no 
means promises a good understanding at the next meeting. 

is is to take place at Frankfort-a M.; and a formal notice of 

€ completion of its preparatory arrangements has already 
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appeared in the columns of our German contemporaries. The 
first signature thereto is that of Dr. Leopold Stein, the Rabbi 
of that city, whose election has caused so much confusion, He 
has collected a considerable sum towards the expenses of the 
assembly. It will be remembered, that Dr. S. was charged with 
having effected, in his synagogue, a total abolition of the observ- 
ances proper to the fast of the 10th of Tebeth! A letter, with 
his signature, to our contemporary of the Orient, offers the fol- 
lowing explanation:—In the morning service . mimsp . 5m 
were all duly read; but not in the afternoon, which happened 
to be the sabbath eve. He says, that those who observe the 
fast, are in the habit of staying away from the synagogue alto- 
gether on the sabbath evening—on account of the reforms 
introduced into that service; and, consequently, there was not 
present the required number (j919) of those who fasted, and 
hence there was no alternative but to leave out the usual pas- 
sages, It appears that the orthodox members assemble else- 
where for worship, at those times when there are innovations in 
the ancient service; and Dr. Stein blames them as the cause 
that this fast-day had not its full observances, as was the case on 
ton and “S3nyy. He, however, contests the point alluded 
to by the original complainant to the Orient; viz. that the four 
fasts are biblical. Ile declares that they are not imposed in the 
bible, but only mentioned there as existing: he cites the Talmud 
(3 mn’ rv) for authority, in declaring that they are not to be 
observed in times of peace; and he speaks in slighting terms of 
those who fail to recognize that our own age—when the 
Jews of Europe enjoy so many civil rights—is rather a half 
‘redemption), than a my (time of destruction).[ He 
advocates openly the abolition of all these national fasts, except — 
the Ninth of Ab! and he only hesitates to act upon his opinions, 
in the hope that other Rabbins will give their concurrence to 
such a proposition.§ He calls this a ‘‘ concession due to the 
times,”’ In order to facilitate and prove worthy of ‘* gleichstel- 
lung” (equalization). 

One correspondent of the Orient declares, that a wealthy 
merchant at Frankfort-a-M. offers 2000 dollars towards the 
erection of a new synagogue, on condition that it shall be 
opened once every fortnight, on a Sunday, tor the performance 
of a service in which the organ shall be played, and a sermon 
delivered. The reporter speculates on the probability of this 
offer being connected with a rumoured proposal to the Rabbiner 
Versammlung (about to re-assemble in that city), for the transfer 
of the sabbath to the first day of the weck! 

A private letter in the Zeit, des Jud. comments on the sen- 
sation which Dr. Stern’s lectures || have caused in Berlin, and 
reports that a committee has been formed under his guidance 
for effecting changes in Judaism. The writer pretends that 
such endeavours to form a new sect cannot succeed—because 
the Jews every where are on the road of reform! 


THE AMERICAN JEWS AND THEIR PRESS. 


When, in a late number, our readers were presented with a 
short paper on the French Jews and their press, they were 
promised a similar one on our American brethren. The pre- 
sence in London of a gentleman recently from the United 
States, one warmly interested in the spiritual and national weal 
of his fellow citizens, and, moreover, a personal friend and 
valuable collaborateur of our rev. American contemporary (of 
the Occident), has afforded us opportunities of information 


| which it would have been inexcusable to neglect. .The letter 


which we subjoin, is so characteristic of an observant mind, 


— 


* In a note, Dr. Stein details these reforms,’ which he claims to be a 
judicious compromise between the liturgy of the old school, and that of 


the new one, which had no N3w dap at all, but skipped from MMH to 
$993 at once. Dr. S.’s service includes a German hymn, preceded by 


and followed by NIWA WY and 133. 

+ Has not the learned doctor proved somewhat too much for his purpose 
here ?—Ed. V. of J. heat > 

t Mark, how the leader elect of the re-assembled conclave of Rabbins 

is already proclaiming ‘‘ Emancipation” as his Messiah!—Ed. V.of J. 

Here is a programme for the re-assembled conclave pretty clearly 
developed.—Ed. V. of J. 
|| Compromising, both Judaism and Christianity, 
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eee to substitute it for those less trustworthy inferences 
rom printed sources, which must otherwise have formed the 
staple of a treatise on this subject. The opinion has often been 
hazarded in these columns, that the Jews, in their modern as 
well as in their ancient dispersions, have been prone to contract 
the habits and dispositions of the people among whom they 
may happen to be located. Mr. Solis’s sketch will not, as we 
think, disprove that hypothesis ; although it must be borne in 
mind, that of the 50,000 souls (at which the Jewish population 
in the United States is estimated,} perhaps not less than nine 
tenths are foreigners (principally Germans), not yet located 
there long enough to be thoroughly imbued with Americanism. 
This we apprehend to be, a love for independence—even of 
kindred communities, and a passion for the popular or uni- 
versal suffrage government, the mere approximation to which 
is so much dreaded in the London synagogues. This love of 
independence is exemplified by the large and even increasing 
number of synagogues in New York, and the disposition to 
provide each with its own auxiliary charities, rather than by 
uniting such efforts to increase their efficiency. The same is true 
in other cities, where the number of Jewish families scarcely 
justifies the disproportionate multiplication of similar religious 
institutions. The ij ewish press is the fit rallying point in such a 
state of things; and admirably does our reverend brother of the 
Occident render it subservient to the principles of unity in Israel. 
Witness his excellent papers on such subjects ; and the fact that 
he too, like his humbler precursor in the rugged path of Jewish 
journalism, is demonstrating the duty and the necessity for the 
constitution of a spiritual guide, who may maintain the fraternity, 
and secure the veligious conformity of the scattered communi- 
ties on that vast continent. May his appeals for that object, be 
blessed with the success which has thus far attended the appeals 
similarly promulgated here; but may his arguments for an ade- 
quately trained ministry be more successful (in results), than ours 
have yet proved! The passion for universal suffrage, inits extent, 
is exemplified by certain protracted contests, in at least two of 
the American synagogues; both of which we grieve to say, are 
praying the interference of the courts of judicature, with all the 
accompanying litigation, past and prospective.* 

Another feature of Americanism, as modifying the Jewish 
type, is afforded by the eccentric course of so leading and re- 
spectable a man as Judge or Major Noah, whose abnormal 
cn oe in religion have more than once been exemplified. 

e question whether another country would have produced 
such a man, with the phenomenon of so great an influence and 
consideration still attached to his position among the Jews. It 
is happy for our American brethren, that their press is presided 
over by such a minister as Mr. Leeser, who, for years past, and 
despite the paucity of encouragement accorded to his literary 
labours, has given to the Anglo-Jewish world so many excellent 
works.| We rejoice in the opportunity to perform an agreeable 
duty in again recommending them for the libraries of our readers, 
ill supplied as they are with any religious works, that are at once 
our own, and available for family use in the prevailing state of 
education among us, Especially is it a duty to support the 
Occident—the monthly periodical which Mr. L. edits for our 
American brethren: if ¢hey appreciated it as it deserves, there 
might be less necessity, although greater pleasure, in such sup- 
port being given here; but if we were called upon to indicate 
the most efficient interchange of fraternal kindness, at the least 
cost, with our brethren in the other hemisphere, it would cer- 


* We lament to find that, even since the foregoing has been in type, 
in one of these cases (the Elm-street Synagogue, New York), the wor- 
ship has been interrupted, the building thrown into chancery, and the 
minister (the Rev. S. M. Isaacs) placed at issue with a large body of his 

congregation, ‘The dispute is, as usual, analogous to that which has been 
povensing out of doors,—in the recent election for President of the United 

tates, and in the Philadelphia riots, This synagogue, when first esta- 
blished, admitted new comers very freely to the rights of free-member- 
ship; now, however, it is sought to impose some term of residence, or 
other like qualification, on the numerous foreign Jews immigrating to 
America, and the dispute is consequent on the alleged incompatibility of 
80 restrictive a policy with the terms of the synagogue charter. _ 

t We need not remind our more constant readers, that Mrs. Joel, of 
42, Fore Street, London, is agent for Mr. Leeser’s publications in England. 
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and a Jewish heart, that we willingly avail ourselves of the | 


tainly be a fostering of their branch of the Jewish press; 
thereby at once exemplifying our genuine interest in their pro. 
ress so recorded, our practical desire for their improvement 
by the most obvious means for that end, and our patriotic 
anxiety for that intercommunion between the dispersed of Js. 
rael all over the world, only to be maintained by a national 
press. 
My dear Sir,—It seems to be the impression of some of oy; 
brethren here, that we of America are less observant of judaje.| 
precepts—in other words, though in general professing orthodox 
principles, we are more lax in carrying them out than are ty 
Jews of England. | 

From the wish of the French Israelites to assimilate them. 
selves with the body of the French nation, and to become fathe; 
Frenchmen professing Judaism, than Jews dwelling in France : jt 
might by some be supposed, that in a country where no restriction 
is laid upon our people, and where they enjoy the same rights, 
privileges and immunities with those of other sects, that their dig 
tinctive characteristics might be lost, and that their free intercourse 
with other denominations in public and private life, might render 
them prone to adopt the prevailing custom, and merge their own 
identity in the existing mass of society; or that, if they even retain 
the outward appearance of Jews, they would with «as much plea. 
sure partake of the hospitalities of their Christian friends, as they 
would the festal preparation of a Jewish board ;—that they wont 
not look with disproval upon those who should marry out of the 
Jewish pale ;—that a Jewish education, as such, was not deemed 
of much importance ;—that the different Kahals that represent the 
Jews of America are not united ;—that schism has but to rear her 
head to be surrounded by followers; and that Jewish talent and 
literature, as such, are not appreciated. 

These assumptions are partly true, partly erroneous. It must 
be admitted that, in America, as well as elsewhere, there are many 
who bow before the golden calf instead of adoring the God of 
Abraham ;—that there are many that will not, at the dictates of 
religion, deny themselves sensual gratifications: but this degene- 
racy principally exists amongst those who seek our shores, there 
to find their ideal ‘ Eldorado,’ and leave their religion in the. land 
of their youth, for fear of being fatigued in their journey of hope 
by its cumbersome weight. On the contrary, families of standing, 
or those long established (with some painful exceptions), still con- 
sider the path their fathers trod, as the surest one to conduct them 
to temporal and spiritual felicity: as witness our well regulated 
and numerous synagogues, increasing every day in each city of our 
wide spread republic; our joyous Sabbath homes, and our many 
societies called into being by the wants of our less favoured bre- 
thren. ’Tis true, we feel ourselves to be one with the American 
people: no step-mother is our beloved country to us, but with an 
even hand does she shower down upon us (when deserving) her 
honors and rewards; in her eyes the Jew and the Christian are 
alike, and to the careless observer there is no characteristic dis- 
tinction between them; for science to each has opened her store- 
house, and the arts have striven to give equally to each, know- 
ledge and polish: side by side they strive for fame and distine- 
tion; but here this similitude ceases, the Jew is still a Jew at 
heart, still preserves his identity; and though many might be 
found who would perhaps rejoice if the world thought them not 
of Israel, and who mix without restraint in the joys of the stranger, 
yet fortunately this is rather the exception than the rule; for od 
birthright and the distinctive features of our religion are genera! Y 
considered our most blessed gift. And though we grasp wilt 
warmth the hand of the stranger, and are proud of the friendships 
of the worthy of other creeds, yet to its shrine we do not all 5 
fice the dictates of principle, or the requirements of religion; i 
still derive our greatest pleasure in our assemblies for ply 
at the social gatherings of those of our own faith. Some tere 
may be who have been lured by personal attractions, by fancies 
manners, or by the glitter of wealth, to unite themselves wit . 
stranger; and parents there may be, who, after a short estrangemen' 
have clasped them again to their bosoms; and some there e 
who have professed to live as Jews with Christian wives, he 
these cases are rare; and though friends and famil have no 7 
all cases looked upon them with the cold eye of disproval ids 
some considered that if child or friend throu h wilful or se = 
act, chose to separate themselves from their kindred on fave 
perfectly justified; and felt it to be their duty to keep aed tie 

rier that the erring one had placed between them: and t «te F 
ties of affection thus rudely severed, could never 
That they are equally alive to the importance of aJ ewish “F 
tion, as are the people of this country, cannot be denied Fi sole 
they have done something towards the establishment 0! s¢ 


is equally true; though perhaps they have rather proved the wat 
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than provided a sufficient remedy. Unfortunately, all feeling their 
own weakness, think they can do but little, forgetting in their half 
apathetic state, that combined endeavours are equal to all things. 

e ladies of America, I must say, are in general less apathetic 
and more religious than the other sex ; and where there exists not a 
school for the inculcating of Jewish principles and knowledge, 
Synday schools are formed by them. Thus the majority of our 
respectable and educated young ladies, devote the Sunday morning to 
‘nculeating Jewish knowledge and the beauties of our cherished 
faith upon the ductile minds of the children of adi classes of so- 
ciety; nor do they forget that precept is best taught by example, 
for their regular attendance at the house of prayer might shame 
their manly relatives; nor are their loud aspirations less fervently 
expressed, or their silent prayer less deeply felt, than those of their 
brethren below, whose voices as they ascend are joined to theirs. 

it would no doubt be better, were the Jews of America united 
under one head, acting together in the bonds of reciprocity ; and 
when they become greater in number, (they are now estimated as 
rising 50,000) and are enabled by time to throw off their hetero- 
geneous character, this desideratum may be accomplished.. Still, 
they are enough united to raise one voice against innovation wher- 
ever it may be found; and schismatiec doctrines are frowned upon 
in general, by the mass. Although the lovers of new doctrines 
have twice raised their banner in the good city of Charleston, (and 
[ believe only there,) yet the party that first, some thirty years 
ago, lopped off the branches from the goodly tree that had borne 
such wholesome fruit for centuries, has passed away and 
is now numbered with the things that were. And though the 


second body of the (so styled). reformers—who but now wrested the | 


beautiful Synagogue of Charleston from its orthodox builders, 
after owing bitter dissention in familics—still number more than a 
moiety of their original number; yet, should but a few more retrace 
their steps, as it is hoped they will; or, should the Court, on review, 
decide against their usurpation, the worship might once more be 
there conducted on orthodox principles ;—so proving to our brethren 
abroad, that the air breathed by freedom, is not inimical to the 
breath of life! 

The Jews of America have not shown less disposition for general 
information than those of other denominations, in the same sphere 
of life. The condition of their brethren abroad was to them at all 
times a matter of interest, and equally quick were they found in 
answering the call for sympathy and succour, as were the Jews else- 
where dispersed. The religious tendency of the females was 
generally acknowledged, and it was thought by many that, as other 
denominations had organs established for the dissemination of their 
principles, and for the discussion of their doctrines, a Jewish 
parker one that would boldly and fearlessly advocate strict 

ewish principles, that would hold up to ourselves a mirror of what 
we are, and what we should be; would be a more fit instrument to 
make us feel the full force of our duty, and to urge us to act up to 
it, than any other plan that might be devised; giving as it would 
to the female sind, that knowledge, so necessary in the rearing of 
= which has not at all times been accessible to the female 
reader. 

The reverend gentleman who now conducts the Occident, was 
called upon to supply the want which we all felt to exist: his 
literary abilities were well known and appreciated; his piety and 
benevolence of disposition none doubted: all acknowledged his 
liberality of sentiment; none perhaps possessed a more numerous 
circle of friends, and his office would give his opinions authority. 


The responsibility was by him assumed, and the work progressed. 


Need | say how much I was disappointed at its inadequate success. 
{had fondly hoped that aJ satel work needs only to appear, in 
order to elicit that support which other sectarian works generally 
tecelve, ‘That, as the stigma of being the only sect that dared not 
boldly discuss its doctrines through a press of its own, had been 
temoved by one whose ability and purity of motives none could at 
heart deny, all would rush forward to accord their support and 
countenance. But the carping of some (vide introduction to Ocerd. 
Ist vol.), and the cold approval of others, soon showed that a press 
was rather wanted as an advocate of particular views, than as an 
exponent of general principles. ’Tis true, that the real friends of 
the measure were fully satisfied with the spirit in which the Occident 
was conducted, and would have rejoiced had it received the support 
that itmerited at home and abroad but had the reverend gentleman 
consulted his own ease and feelings, I think he would have discon- 
‘nued the work after the first year. But it had now become esta- 
blished, it was popular with many: if he discontinued it, other 


ands, as it was intimated, would take it up,—hands tvo, that might 
prove unsafe, and convert what has been an instrument of good, 
into one of evil. He therefore determined to proceed, and another 
year has found it on its errand—all will say—of good; for some, 
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to my own knowledge, through its influence, have returned, (and 
more have no doubt done so likewise) to the Rock of ages. 

_ This apathy to Jewish interests is I think dying away, and the 
time may not be far distant, when Jewish talents, and Jewish exer- 
tions will be properly appreciated, when their aim is the elevation 
of the mass; till then, the consciousness of right endeavours must 
be the reward of those who sacrifice their interests and talents at 
the shrine of national feeling, and in the laudable endeavours to 
make their co-religionists wiser and better than they found them. 


In the meantime I am, with sentiments of the highest esteem, 
truly yours, 


J. A. FRANKLIN, Esq. 
March 20th, 1845. 


Lteligious Meditations suggested by the Haftorahs. No. 16. 
nop Sy Son Ezekiel xxxvi. 37, to xxxvii. 15. 


How beautifully associated are the various portions of the 
sacred Scriptures read on this Sabbath of the Passover, when 
reflected upon in a becoming spirit. The Exodus from Egypt, 
the revelation of the divine attributes to Moses, and the re- 
surrection of the dry bones in Ezekiel’s vision, all bear upon 
the present festival and its associatians; all are calculated to 
excite in the pious mind the happiest emotions; the outpouring 
of a grateful spirit, and the inward peace of a hopeful confidence 
in the God of Israel. The Haftorah suggests several important 
meditations. First; the consolation derivable therefrom, for 
the crosses of our every day life. Second; the confirmatory 
testimony borne -to the validity of our own peculiar mission. 


S. Souis. 


Third; the doctrine and illustration of the glorious truths of 


immortality. 

‘The hand of the Lord,’ bare Ezekiel in prophetic vision 
to a plain, strewn with dry bones, relics of mortality. These 
bones became covered with sinew and flesh, and again 
animated with the breath of life, so that ‘‘they stood upon 
their feet, an exceeding great host.’ Many in this fleeting 
world of cares are victims to misfortune; many are hurled from 
ambition’s giddiest height to the lowest depths of degradation, 
from easy affluence to oppressive poverty, until they become as 
the bones of the valley, withered and destitute of all that gives 
energy and spirit, scattered to the desolation of despair. But 
even thence is redemption; foranall-merciful, all-directing Pro- 
vidence, to whom pertain the earth and the tulness thereof, 
vouchsafes to have regard to the actions of men, Be not then in- 
grate and infidel, saying ‘‘ our hope is lost, and we are perished,” 
but amid your tears, look up trustfully, and He will let hope’s 
bright rainbow shine forth, reminding you of Heaven's cove- 
nant; yea, He who restored to life the withered bones, will 
assuredly remember His creatures in mercy. —_. 

Israelite! amidst the checquered scenes of thy long disper- 
sion;—here, mingled with the motley crowd of worldlings,— 
there, oppressed and. scorned, without a country, without a 
home; or perchance still worse, thou art yet wandering, like 
thy ancestors of old, in a howling wilderness, pursued by the 
tyranny that would enslave thy mind, by the infatuation which 
seeks to interpose between thee and thy God! Look back! 
look up!—back, to what He wrought for thee in Egypt; 
up, to the pillar of thy God's inalienable promise,-still shining 
for thy darkened path. 

The night of thy tribulation, though it be long, must be 
succeeded by the sun of that bright morrow, which 1s even now 
dawning for thee. For though Israel be few and scattered, 
hath He not said ‘‘I will increase them with men like:a flock, 
as the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn 
feasts; so shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men, 
and they shali know that I am the Lord.” 

Then exclainy not ‘“*our bones are dried, and our hope is 
lost, we are cut off,” for 3 

“Thus saith the Lord God, behold O my people, I will open your 
graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into 
the land of Israel, and ye shall know that Iam the Lord, when I have 
opened your graves, O my people, and brought you out of your-graves, 
and shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in 
your own land; then shall ye know that I the Lord have spoken it, and 
performed it, saith the Lord.” | 


Do we not still tell our children,—our ancestors were bond- 
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—another and a better existence. 
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men in E pt, and the Eternal our God brought them forth 
with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,—and will not He 


“also redeem the children from the land of their oppression ?— 


Will not He remove the reproach of His inheritance, even of 
the first born whom He hath chosen, wherever that reproach 
may rest; for it is declared, that in the advancement of Israel 
will He be glorified. 

The third profound and important meditation suggested by the 
vision of Ezekiel, is one which cannot be adequately treated 
within these limits; it is the mynn—the Resurrection— 
together with its cognate dogmas, the immortality of the soul, 
and the absolute responsibility of man at the dread tribunal 
hereafter. It is not that we are called on to prove these great 
truths; for it may be safely asserted that few, very few, rational 
beings at our own day, succeed in cheating themselves into a 
belief that there is no future responsibility ; or, what 1s equiva- 
lent thereto, that there is no God! Nor is it consistent with 
that free agency which alone is compatible with vice or virtue, 
that the ultimate consequences to self of each man’s acts, should 
be matter of mathematical demonstration. The maxim of the 
sage enjoins, that our service shall always be without reference 
to the reward of obedience; and happy indeed is he, who 
thus glorifies his Maker by a life of love, of confidence, and of 
self-sacrifice. | 

Manifold are the occasions by which reflecting minds are re- 
minded of the absolute necessity, in the very nature of things, 
for the great day of judgment; and he is the wisest and the 
happiest, who derives useful lessons, and well-grounded hopes, 
from all the accidents of life. The scripture readings of this 
holy day abound in such lessons, and are rich in promise for 
the hopes of Israel. Our master Moses, when with a noble 
disregard of self he prayed forgiveness for his erring brethren, 
realized the efficacy of prayer offered up in that proper spirit: — 
may we also, by a right use of the similar opportunity graciously 
given us on this great national anniversary, be enabled to feel 
that our supplications have been heard! Our master Moses 
aspired to see God while yet in life: but he learned that this was 
not for a terrestrial existence ;—yet was he enabled to see the 
traces of God's providence in all things, and to be conscious of 
His presence, by a retrospective view of those Almighty attri- 
butes, which are manifest to every observer who clings to the 
rock, amid the storm. May it be thus with ourselves, when, in 
dread expectancy, we believe and trust in what is beyond our 
ken; our faith strengthened by the glimpse afforded us of what 
hath passed by—in the history of His inflexible justice. 

As the grave of our freedom in Egypt was the cradle of that 
glorious preferment to which we were called—a kingdom of 
priests, so shall this present link in a solemn and unbroken 
chain of anniversary memorials, strengthen our hopes in that 
redemption—which is from the corruption of all mortality, and 
confirm our aspirings for that preferment—which is in eternity. 
What though our bones be scattered and dry, our hope is not 
lost; for His spirit shall animate them, and they shall live! 
Oh that it may be our care so to live, here, as that, in the lan- 
guage of the Rabbins, we may prepare ourselvesin our passage 
through the vestibule, for the glories of the reception chamber, 
Be it meanwhile our peculiar 
charge, to testify our hopes unto all men, so that they too may 


recognize the faithfulness of the promise given by the same 


prophet :— 


“I will be their God, and they shall be my people; and the nations 
shall know that I the Eternal do sanctify Israel, in that my sanctuary shall 
be in their midst for evermore !”—Ezek. xxxvii. DAN 


~ MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


The Passover Holidays having now commenced, nearly the 
whole contents of this issue have had to be prepared before the 
commencement of the festival; we are unable, therefore, at the 
period of going to press, to do more than report that on the 
first two days of the festival, the metropolitan synagogues have 
been exceedingly well attended. Our opportunities of direct 
information have been too limited to warrant us, now, in giving 
any general review of the proceedings during the holidays, in 
accordance with what it has been customary to prepare for our 


columns on these occasions. With the desire, the 
appear invidious in our selections, we have onl 
serve, that the music chaunted by the choirs 
generally approved, and considered to reflect 
the respective directors ; and that the liberality with Which th 
synagogue and charity funds have been supported by offerin . 
has even surpassed that of former occasions, 88, 
The large sums offered in some instances, are quoted as givin 
colour to the opinion that the feeling, somewhat akin to rivalre 
existing between the supporters of the respective synagogues 
has a tendency in some instances to induce an extent of munj, 
ficence, scarcely attainable in other circumstances. According to 
this view, that scattering of our forces, or rather that absence of 
the esprit du corps, which so many lament, has likewise its 
advantages ;—whether they countervail the corresponding digad. 
vantages is not quite so clear. The expected arrival of the 
Rev. Dr. Adler, 1s the theme of greatest interests just now 
Would that he could bring a corps of efficient preachers in hic 
train! Were he a hundred-fold as eloquent as we can expect hin, 
to be, he alone must be inadequate to the wants of so may 
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congregations; and though he will doubtless lose no time jy 


‘hbbeee. for the efficient training of a class of men, who shal] 
e pastors indeed, still must we for several years suffer from the 
want of such, unless some of the popular preachers of Germany 
would qualify themselves for the requirements of an English 
pulpit, and aspire to the excellent prospects of a ministry in 


England. We say popular preachers, because we have had 


recent opportunities of observing, that no reputation for learning, 
or even for zeal, will assemble a congregation for a preacher, 
unless he have the art to act upon the feelings of his auditory, 
and send them away imbued with his own spirit. 


Narrow Escape.—A Jewish trader of Warsaw was returning 
to that city, some time since, from attending a fair, Examined 
at the frontier, a critical journal was found upon him written 
in Hebrew. The journal was declared dangerous by the censor, 
and the trader was detained and taken to the citadel, where he 
passed several weeks without being subjected to any examina. 
tion. At last he was interrogated by a commission of the 
superior functionaries, presided over by the Prince Governor. 
A simple observation by one of the commission—that the journal 
was not even cut open—led to his acquittal. But for that, he 


would probably have been exiled to Siberia. 


Austrian anomalies—The Turkish inhabitants of Vienna, 
professing the Jewish religion, have succeeded in obtaining the 
right to purchase land on which to build a Synagogue, and 
erect schools. The concession is principally due to the efforts 
of Chief Rabbi Horowitz, and the Rev. M. Mannheimer, who 
have also succeeded in so reconciling the divers views of the 
various Jewish parties, as that both the funds contributed by the. 
Ashkenazim, and the privileges obtained by the Sephardim, 
will be rendered available for the advantage of all. “ Itis 
probably not generally known,” says our contemporary of the 
Unie. Isr. ** that the Turkish Jews in Vienna enjoy those 
civil rights which are refused to the native Jews. These rights 
are based on the treaties existing between Austria and Turkey, 
treaties, which secure to the habitants of both countries, without 
distinction of creed, mutual rights of free settlement. It often 
happens that Austrian Jews, especially those inhabiting Bo- 
hemia and Gallicia, expatriate themselves for a few years Il 
Turkey, in order to obtain the title of Ottoman subjects ; 
upon which they return to their own country and acquire Ae 
perty by purchase; the ordinary protection being then — C 
to them as Turks! The cabinet of Vienna, to its profoun i 
pret, forgot to stipulate with the sublime Porte, that Jews sho s 

e excluded from the advantages which these treaties we 


‘intended to afford to Mussulmans; and despite Austrian 


clamation, the Turkish minister refuses to recognise the 
tinction. Whereupon, in its wisdom, or in its despalr, let 
Austrian government says to that of Constantinople, port a 
us consent to reprisals; let us drive away your Jews, “* oe 
may drive away ours.’ This handsome offer has not pric 
cepted by the councillors of the Divan—barbarians as they at’: 
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The Jenish Disabilities —It will have been observed from 
the public journals, that the protracted debates on the Maynooth 

nt, have occasioned the postponement of this Bill to Monday 
evening next. No doubt is entertained of its passing, 


The Unwersities and the Jews.—In the House of Commons, 
on the 10th inst., Mr. Christie, in the course of a debate on 
the exclusiveness of the English national universities, called 
attention to the fact that the Lord Chancellor has just recently 
held up, as worthy of example, the Prussian universities—be- 
cause } ews are admissible to them. Mr. C. also instanced the 
East Indian Company’s College of Haileybury, wherein Jews 
had graduated with distinction, and without violence to their 
religious scruples. (See an expressive exemplification of this 
fact, in the case of Mr. Ellis, Jun., reported at the time in the 
Voice of Jacob) It was made evident that the Bishop of 
London, as visitor of the college at Haileybury, had not deemed 
it needful to interfere in the case alluded to; so that Mr. Ellis, who 
is now exercising magisterial functions in India, as a professing 
Jew, is eligible to office in the supreme council of that empire, 
and even In emergency, to exercise temporarily the functions 
of acting Governor-General! Mr. Christie could not anticipate 
any reasonable opposition to the admission of a Jewish alderman, 
after this valuable example as to our East Indian empire; and 
he urged that example as an argument for the removal ofall “‘ dis- 
abilities” in respect of education—at Oxford, Cambridge, &c. 


Jews Orphan Asylum.—No other féte of the season has 


promised so well for the immediate objects of the assembly, or 


for the benevolent end in view, as the Ball to be given in aid of 
this charity on the 8th May. It is understood, that most of 
the distinguished Stewards whose names are on the list, have 
signified their intention to be present; and considering how 
much the efforts now being made to erect a new building for 
this asylum, and to expand it both in magnitude and efficiency 


into a really comprehensive and national scheme, will depend 


upon the amount: of the collection made on the coming occa- | 


sion, it is to be popes that the indefatigable exertions of those | a Jewish education,—the information given tending to remove 
arge of this ball, will be crowned with a_ prejudices from the minds of Christians, as to the rationale of 


certain Jewish observances, and the true principles incalcated 
by the Synagogue. 


who have taken c 
corresponding measure of success. It must not be forgotten, 
that the object is at once to admit, without election, all 
Jewish orphans of tender age deprived of both parents, whether 
residents of London, or in any provincial congregation, The 
number of inmates has hitherto been comparatively small ; 
but nothing except a large building will meet the contingencies 


of our rapidly increasing communities, and the possible visita- | 


tions of an unhealthy season. No charity is more popular than 
this; and yet, thus far, none is more insecure as to income. 


We hope that many new annual subscriptions will date from 
this anniversary, 


Hull Literary and Philosophical Society.— On Tuesday 
evening, the theatre was crowded from the platform to the 
ceiling, by a most respectable audience, assembled to hear a 
lecture by Mr. Bethel Jacobs,, of this town, on the Customs 
aid Ceremonies of the Hebrews, historically considered. RK. F. 
Horner, Esq., M.D., president of the society, was in the chair. 

e are exceedingly sorry that the great demand on our space 
this week prevents us from giving more than a bare outline of 
a subject, in itself most interesting, and treated in an exceed- 
ingly able manner, The lecturer, after a few preparatory re- 
marks, said, the people whose manners and customs he was 
about, in some particulars, to explain, were in the Scriptures 
called by three names—Hebrews, Israelities, and Jews. After 
noticing the derivations of these three names, and the respec- 
tive time when they were in use, the lecturer took a brief glance 
of the manners and customs of the patriarchs, giving many 1n- 
teresting particulars in connection with the account given In 
holy writ, and entering into some very curious speculations as 
to the origin and signification of the names of the patriarchs, 
and the heads of the twelve tribes. The manner of ‘ ransom- 
ing’ the first-born male child was then described, as also the 
Ceremonies when a youth arrived at the age of thirteen, when 
¢ 18 Supposed to have arrived at an age to discern right from 


ing lecture was then moved and carried by acclamation. 
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wrong, and the father is no longer considered responsible for 
his religious observances and moral propriety, as was the case 
until that period. The marriage and burial ceremonies of the 
Jews were then described, and their mode of marking time, and 
an account of their numerous feasts and festivals followed. The 
The humanity of the Jewish law, as shown in their mode of 
killing animals for food, and in the whole of their domestic ar- 
rangements, was then dwelt upon, and a few remarks made in 
contradiction of the absurd charge, made within a year or two, 
that the Jews required human blood for some of their sacrifices. 
The paper concluded with two beautitul specimens of Hebrew 
writings, as shown in a letter of the chief Rabbi Adler, and in 
a translation of one of the Talmudic parables, by Rabbi Jaffa. — 

*« Dr. Horner said, it would be remembered that last year, Mr. 
Jacobs had delivered a lecture to the members of the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, connected with the present subject. 
That lecture was listened to with deep attention, and so stron 
was the interest excited by it, that Mr. Jacobs was peeuseied 
to continue the subject. It was in accordance with that request 
that the paper just read had been delivered, and the great re- 
search and labour which it must have cost Mr. Jacobs in com- 
piling it was, he felt sure, properly appreciated by the unusually 
large audience who had listened to it. He was sure, for him- 
self, he had been highly interested, and not a little instructed, 
by the curious matters which Mr. Jacobs had laid before them. 
The very great assemblage that evening showed how high ex- 
pectation had been excited, and the deep attention which they 
had bestowed on the lecture, must be a strong assurance to 
Mr. Jacobs, that that high expectation had not been disap- 
pointed. The subject must be one of deep interest to all well 
constituted minds ; and he was exceedingly glad that they pos- 
sessed in Mr. Jacobs, a gentleman whose remarks on such a 
topic must come with peculiar authority, and be regarded of 
great Importance, 

‘* Various questions were then put to the lecturer by some of 
his auditory, on the adjustment of the solar year and the lunar 
months of the Jews, on the distinctions observed between flesh 
meats and milk, and its products, and on the requirements of 


Mr J. next read a portion of the Mishna, 
(Ethics of the fathers) and a vote of thanks for his very interest- 
The 
Rev. E. Higginson, in seconding the vote of thanks, said, he was 
sure he was expressing the feeling of the large meeting, as well 
as his own, when he expressed a hope that Mr. Jacobs would 
read to the society a third lecture in connection with the same 
subject. If he might venture to suggest any particular topic, it 
would be the writings of the Fathers, from which he had just 
read such quaint, and certainly not uninstructive extracts. 
Mr. Jacobs very appropriately acknowledged the compliment 
paid to him, and the meeting then separated.’”"—Abridged from 
the Hull Packet. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
Jamaica, Kingston. —Our contemporary of the Jamaica 
Dispatch, in his issue of the 3rd of March, speaks in terms-of 
high laudation of the opening sermon delivered by the Rev. 
S. Jacobs, the newly appointed minister of the English and © 
German Synagogue. The text was—* O / House of Jacob, 
come ye, and let us walk in the light of the Lord.” The fol- 


lowing — illustrates the spirit in which the sermon is 
reported. 


“ Nothing could be more happily thrown off thay the illustra- 
tion of the distinguished piety and loving kindness of the patriarch 
from his earliest career in life, down to the last moment of his ex- 
istence—possessing undeviating faith in the living God, whose 
light he followed, and deservedly merited those blessings so clearly 
recorded in holy writ. His appeal to the congregation was power- 
ful, without parade or ostentation, the expression came warm and 
glowing from the mind, there was fervour of pronunciation which 

ve grace and energy to the exposition of the text, which no 
floubt produced a salutary feeling on the minds of his audience. 


sien We are decidedly of opinion from all we could discern, 
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that as a spiritual guide, he will advance the progress of religion, 
and be the instrument of drawing many a wandering sheep to the 


fuld of the House of Jacob.” 

On Sunday morning, 2nd of March, there was a public ex- 
amination of the pupils of the “ Beth Limmud” school. It 
took place in the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, which 
was crowded meanwhile. The ladies occupied the centre, 
and the gentlemen were ranged on each side ; on the platform 
were the Rev. Messrs. Jacobs, Nathan and Carrillon. After 
Dr. Amos Henriquez, the president, had addressed the as- 
sembly in an eloquent and forcible manner, the pupils entered 
from the school room, and went through their Hebrew course 
under the direction of their teacher, Mr. Abm. Delivante ; and 
their English course under that of Mr. Carter. Our contem- 
porary accords a warm eulogium to each, as justified by the 
creditable progress of their pupils; and by the beautiful verses 
in Hebrew and English, which they had respectively composed 
for recitation by the scholars. The proceedings ended with a 


short English prayer, written for the occasion by the Rev. } 


M. N. Nathan, and pronounced by one of the children, 

In the evening, according to previous arrangement, a sermon 
was preached for the benefit of the school, by the Rev. B. C. 
Carrillon. The Synagogue was again filled, and the Rev. Isaac 
Lopez, minister of the congregation, performed the evening 
service; after which the rev. preacher advanced to the ark. 
He took his text from Isaiah xlui. 10: ‘* Ve are my witnesses 
and my servants whom 1 have chosen, §e.” The following 
are extracts from the criticism of our contemporary. : 


“Previous to his entering upon the subject matter of his dis- 
course, he offered a few preparatory observations suited to the 
occasion, in a strain of eloquence we have rarely heard in the com- 
munity of our Jewish brethren, and considering his foreign dialect, 
his language was not only extremely intelligible, but also choice 
and pleasing. ....... His description of the necessity for every 
member of his church to aid the cause of education was beautiful 
and energetic; any neglect or apathy of this obligation -he em- 
phatically pronounced would be a commission of spiritual murder. 
His exhortation to parents and children, as to their respective 
duties, was truly interesting. — To parents he said, *‘ Encourage 
them when they are willing, rebuke them when they are not, com- 
mand them to obey all in authority, so that they may grow up 
worthy members of society, and ultimately become partakers of 
the future glory of Israel.’ In the course of the rev. gen- 
tleman’s discourse, we remarked one or two touching sentiments 
of deep attachment to the British nation, complimenting her upon 
her established character for liberality and philanthropy; fer- 
vently praying that she might further advance in the attainment 
of knowledge, virtue, and true religion; and that all mankind 
should hereafter love one another as brethren, the children of one 


universal father.” 

The sum collected on the occasion was about 457. 

To the following correction of an error in our No. 95, we 
willingly afford publicity, on the request of the honorable 


member for the city of Kingston, addressed to our accredited 
correspondent there. 


Kingston, March 4, 1845. 
Dear Sir,—In No. 95, of *“* The Voice of Jacob,” under the head 
of “ Jamaica,” I find the editor is under the impression, that the 
grants made to the Spanish Town and Montego Bay Congrega- 
tions, are the first of such acharacter. Now it is but fair to the 


legislature of this island, that such an error should be corrected | 
without delay; I therefore have to request that you will do the | 
I rather think it is within your recollection, that in the | 
year 1837, a vote of £1000 currency (equal to £600 sterling), was 


needful. 


made to our synagogue : and in 1839, the like amount was granted 
to the Portuguese congregation. ‘The first named vote was whilst 
I was president of the E. & G. Synagogue, and a year previous to 
my becoming a member of the Assembly; the last was since | have 
been elected. Annexed I hand you a copy of the resolutions, 
which you are quite at liberty to use as you think fit. 
I remain, faithfully yours, 

To Benj. A. Franklin, Es4. r P. LAURENCE. 

Votes of Assembly, 1836—7th page, 271. 

Tuesday, 28th Feb., 1837. Resolved—That it be recommended 
to the house, to direct a clause to be inserted in one of the money 
bills to be passed this session, for paying to the members of King- 
ston, the sum of £1000 to assist the congregation of the English 
and German Jews, in the building or repairing a Synagogue in the 
city and parish of Kingston. | carer 
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| the Rev. M. N. Nathan. 


Votes of Assembly, 1839—40th page, 303, 

Thursday, 12th Dec., 1839. Resolved—That it be r 
to the house, to direct a clause to be inserted in the money en 
be passed this session, for paying to the elders of the Porty wh 
congreyation of Kingston, the sum of £1000 in aid of building 
School Room, and repairing their Synagogue. "6a 
— above grants were £1000 currency, equal to £600 Sterling 
each. 


St. Thomas, 14th March.—Our correspondence under thi 
date, conveys much apprehension lest the Synagogue of this 
island should be unable, after all, to ratify the engagement of 

Notwithstanding the concurrence of 
both parties, the Governor General has declined to sanctioy 
the appointment: he having already written to the Danish go. 
vernment at home, and recommended that a niinister should 
be sent out from Copenhagen. Rumour has already fixed on 
Dr. Levison, second minister of the Synagogue in that city 
a Ph. Dr. and a theologian, as likely to be appointed by the 
King of Denmark. The congregation will be much disap. 
= at this turn of matters, as well as Mr. Nathan, who hag 

roken up his establishment in Jamaica, and was on the point 
of embarking for St. Thomas. It will be remembered, that jp 
the unhappy differences which led to Mr. Carrillon’s departure, 
the authority of the Governor General, and, by appeal, that of 
the home government, were invoked; the fruits of this are, 
that the powerful interference so brought upon themselves, js 
not to be got rid of when desired.* 


Sydney, Australia.—The last mail brings us files of the 
local papers, containing many indications of the activity of the 
colonists professing the Jewish faith. Advertisements, here 
and there, announce the closing of trading and commercial 
establishments, during the sacred holidays of the Jewish church 
in September last.—A paragraph in the Daily Journal, tells of 
the formation of a society among the ladies, in imitation of that 
set by the Dorcas Societies among their Christian friends; - 
the object being to provide poor married women with clothing, 
medical attendance, and other necessaries during the month of 
their confinement.—The most important movement, however, 
appears to be that of a meeting convened in the vestry room 
of the Sydney synagogue, on the 17th September last. Its 
object will be best understood from the following resolutions 
then passed, and the petition then adopted. 

‘“‘That the system of General Education recently recom- 
mended by the Select Committee of the Legislative Council, 1s 
represented to embrace, as an essential and regular element of 
instruction, the inculcation of the tenets and doctrines of the 


| Christian faith. The Israelites of this colony will, if sucha 


system be adopted, be thereby partially precluded, and virtually 
excluded, from an equally free and legitimate participation in 
the benefits of Genera Education. 

“That as British subjects, the Israelites of this colony are 
entitled to the same rights of civil, political, and religious 
liberty which their fellow-subjects of different religious opinions 
enjoy, and they therefore consider themselves entitled, on 
grounds of public equity, to a proportionate share of advantage 
from any measure for General Education, which may be in- 
stituted at the public expense, without compromising their faith 
or waving their parental rights. 


“To the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Council in Council 
assembled. 


‘The humble Petition of the undersigned Members of the Faith of 
Israel, &c. 


Most respectfully sheweth, 

“That your Petitioners have seen by the proceedings of m 
Legislative Council, that a Select Committee of your Honora}™ 
Council have reported in favour of a General System a hee 
tion. 

“That your Petitioners, although but a small portion fee 
community, have always been loyal to their Soverelg”, ie 
contribute to the General Revenue in the same proportion rs 
any other class of Her Majesty’s subjects; and your oe galt 
cannot but consider that as the above-mentioned Report on’! 


ings intelligence of 
* While passing through the press, a later packet brings integer. 
Mr. Nathan’s arrival—of his having preached—and of his intention 


| remain at St. Thomas. 
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rovides for the education of children of all denominations of 
hristians, your Petitioners are thereby excluded from all the 
benefits arising from a General System of Education. 

«Your Petitioners would therefore respectfully submit, that, 
fa General System of Education be adopted by your Honorable 
House, and Schools in conformity with such a System be estab- 
ished, to which they could conscientiously send their children 
for the purposes of general education, without interfering with 
their religious scruples, your Memorialists would be perfectly 
satisfied; but should your Honorable House be determined to 
adopt the System of Denominational Schools, as it now exists, 
your Petitioners would humbly pray that they may not be ex- 
cluded from the benefits arising from such a System, and that 
they may be allowed the same privileges as are now granted to 
ther Christian Brethren. 

“And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, ke.” 

A report of the speeches made upon the occasion lies before 
us. Mr. J. J. Cohen, while he rejoiced that the legislature 
was making provision for the education of the people, regarded 
the absence of a due allowance for the peculiar position of the 
Jew as an infringement upon his religious liberty. He claimed 
credit for the disposition of the Jews—although scattered all 
over the world, yet undivided as to their tenets—to provide 
for their religious requirements, and also for the wants of their 
poorer brethren, without assistance of others; but he could not 
recognise the justice of a general enactment for educational 
purposes, which, by implication, declares that the state shall 
neither educate nor assist to educate, otherwise than in the 
Christian faith. Mr. Geo. Moss supported the petition, because 
of its demand for an equal consideration for Jewish claims in 
the eye of the law; but he was not like others of his brethren, 
an admirer of the General system of education, which was 
purely secular and not based on any religious system. It might 
serve for different sects of Christians whom it was expedient 
to train together, with a view to avoid the growth of sectarian 
jealousies; but he preferred for Jews the Denominational 
‘system, which would afford to them the opportunity of incul- 
cating the fear of God as the beginning of all knowledge. By 
that system, the Jews could bring up their children themselves ; 
and be entitled to their proportionate share of the general funds, 
voted by the legislature for educational purposes. One speaker 
stated that there were about 150 to 200 Jewish children re- 
quiring education. 

On the 2nd October, the petition, signed by 176 persons, was 
presented in the Legislative council by Mr. Wentworth, an 
advocate of the General system, who complimented the Jews 
upon the disinterestedness of their support, seeing that they 
would object to accept it for their children. Mr. Cowper, a 
triend of the Denominational system, denied this inference of 
their support of the General system ; since it was quite clear they 
preferred the other, and had moreover so good a claim toa 
legislative grant in aid of their own religious establishments, 
that he wondered it had not been put forward before. Dr. Lang 
remarked, that the last census had shown that the Jews were 
oaly as 1 to 200 Christians; and, therefore, they could not 
expect much reference to their convenience in the concocting 
of @ general measure; but he was quite sure that no Christian 
would require Jewish children to read the Christian scriptures 
such schools. The petition was read and received, 


Gibraltar.—Our agent in this place, in illustration of the 
charitable feeling of the Jewish inhabitants, mentions the fact, 

tthe amount collected on Purim day in the synagogues, and 
by the collection from private houses, was no less than 4000 
lars, for distribution among poor families resident in the 
garrison ; and this is besides gifts to 105 poor persons from 
various parts of Barbary! These last had a free passage to their 
“omes at the expence of the congregation. ‘This charity 1s 
indeed munificent, even for a Jewish community. 


The Jews in Persia and Bokhara.—For the following parti- 
culars, we are indebted to letters addressed to Sir Moses Monte- 
ore, and politel placed at our disposal forthe public information. 
ur readers will remember the catastrophe which befel the 
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Jews of Meshed some time ago. On the last day of the 
Ramadan, the Moslems are accustomed to sacrifice a lamb— 
called the sacrifice of Bairam (or Abraham), A Jewish woman 
having on that day happened to kill a dog, in order to plunge a 
diseased limb in its entrails (a common practice in the East), 
the act was represented as a mockery of the Mahomedan rite, 
and the whole population rose upon the Jews, slaughtering 
30 or 40 families at the first outburst, and offering the alterna- 
tive of conversion to the rest. Of these, the Rabbi and about 
50 or 60 more families pronounced the confession of Israel 
(the Shemang ), and stretched their necks to the executioners ; 
the rest simulated conversion to Mahomedanism, but only 
sought the oe to escape to other cities, and relapse to 
Judaism. About 100 retreated to Hamadan, and 200 to Herat 
and Cabool, but with great difficulty ; for many were intercepted 
and forced back. The miserable people who remain, in relating 
these facts to Sir Moses Montefiore, under date of 12th Tishr, 
5605, represent their danger as extreme, for they are constantly 
accused of observing the Jewish sabbath and other requirements 
in secret, and threatened with extermination. Their letter 
complains, that 600 of their sons are being trained as Mahomedans 
in their schools, and it prays ardently for the coming of Messiah. 
We rejoice to hear, that it is likely the benevolent knight will 
enlist all the interest he can, in behalf of these miserable 
people. | 

The Jews of Balkh write a very curious letter, full of bless- 
ings, and prayers for the success of Sir Moses’ arms.* They 
complain bitterly of oppression; they may not ride on horse- 
back in the market-place, nor dress agreeably, being compelled 
to wear caps of black skin, and girdles of hair. There are 20 
Jewish houses in Balkh, and one synagogue. They reply to 
Sir Moses’ inquiries concerning Bokhara, that it contains 2,500 
houses of Jews, and but one synagogue, having five dependent 
houses. The writers suppose that Dr. Woolf, as well as poor 
Stoddart and Conolly, were all Jews, seeing that the letters from 


Sir Moses Montefiore to them express so much interest in behalf 


of those unfortunate officers. 


Extract from a letter addressed by Dr. Wolff, to Captain 
Grover, dated in the Lazeretto, at Trebizonde, Feb. 9th, 1845. 
After relating at length the sufferings and persecutions of 
the unfortunate Israelites at Meshed, the Doctor thus writes: 
‘A regular inquisition is now established against them at 
Meshed! I spoke on their account to the Chief Priest of 
Muhamedans, Meerza Hadjee Askeree, by name, and I informed 
him of the interest, which all the powers of Europe were now 
taking in the welfare of the Jews, and especially the British 
Government, and that the Russians also try to ameliorate their 
condition; that therefore, it would redound to his honour, and 
increase his reputation if he would protect the /s/aam Jedida, 
the new Mussulmans of Meshed. He promised solemnly to 
do so, and therefore, if the friends of the Jews in England 
would send presents to the following personages at Meshed, 
the Jews would fare well, until something more substantial 
could be done for their good, and effect the free exercise of 
their religion.t Presents ought to be sent to— _ 
Ist. His. Highness the Asaff-ood Dowlah, (Vice-roy of 
Khorassaun. ) 
2nd. Hajee Meerza Askeree, the Imam of the Great Mosque 
at Meshed. 
3rd. Hajee Meerza Hashem, his brother. 
4th. Meerza Moosa Khan, Metualli, of the Mosque of Meshed. 
5th. The Farash Baashee, (Director of Police) at Meshed. 
At the same time, letters ought to be written to the Shah 
of Persia, and Hajee Meerza Agasee, his prime Minister at 
Tehran, that the Jews of Meshed should be allowed with their 
wives and children to emigrate to Tehran, for if once there 
many of them would go hence to Jerusalem.”’ 
Army and Navy Club. 
4th April, 1845. | 
* A wish characteristic of the region, where there is no idea of pros- 
perity secured otherwise than by force of arms. 
+ The system of presents can scarcely be contemplated with favour ; 


for the justice or merey which is only to be bought, is soon rendered 
scarce and dear.—Eb. 
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Rhenish provinces of Prussia, have decided by a majority of 
56 to 16, in favour of the equal civil and political rights of the 
Jews, A majority far beyond even the most sanguine expec- 
tations. The most zealous champion of the Jews in the 
Norwegian Storthing of 1842, is, this session, vice-president. 
In the legislative assembly of the Grand Dukedom of Baden, 
some excellent, although for their immediate object, unsuccessful, 
speeches have been made, enforcing the equal rights of the 
Jewish citizens. In the Duchy of Hesse-Darmstadt, the 
question of Jewish emancipation is likewise occupying the 
public mind. Many cities of Prussia, besides those already 
mentioned, had petitioned for Jewish emancipation. 


THE RUSSIAN JEWS. 

The scope and tendency of recent edicts of the Imperial 
Government with reference to the Jews, are matters of the 
deepest interest to our readers at large; and we hasten to 
furnish the substance of a communication to the columns of 
our contemporary of the Zeit. des Jud., dated St. Petersburgh, 
22nd February. Among the various changes effected of late 
in the position of the Russian Jews, is the repeal of a special 
tax, which, under the name of Sparhassensteur, has for a long 
time been levied for the support of their peculiar wants ;—such 
as custom-dues, poor-funds, school charges, and the like. 
With a view to afford better opportunities to the Jews for the 
improvement of their condition, His Imperial Majesty has 
deemed it fit to facilitate their settlement upon crown, manorial 
or purchased lands. In pursuance of this object, the Minister 
of the royal dominions has prepared a series of regulations for 
Jews engaged in agriculture; these have been approved by 
the Emperor, and by Ukase, dated 7th January, referred to 
the senate in order to be carried into effect. All Jews, without 
exception as to their previous callings, are permitted to enter 
the class of agriculturists, in al] those governments in which 
they are at present allowed to remain, In order to facilitate this 
in the Western governments, the same permission is conceded 
to those whose turn it is to furnish recruits,—with the stipula- 
tion, that they embrace agricultural pursuits in whole families, 
as they are entered upon the revision lists. Crown-lands will 
be allotted for their occupancy; besides which, they are at 
liberty to choose any other unoccupied lands, in any quarter 
in which their settlement is permitted by law. The Jews will 
enjoy the usufruct of all lands so allotted. Besides crown-lands, 
they are permitted to settle on any property which they may 
themselves acquire, or on any other private property within 
the limits assigned to them. They may acquire lands by 
purchase, either as individuals or as whole communities; but 


they are not to be allowed to re-sell or sub-let to members of | 


their own ereed, the lands which they have so purchased or 


leased ; all such bargains are to be of non-effect, and the rent. 


is to be forfeited. ‘The Jews are permitted during the first 
three years of their settlement, to employ free Christian agri- 
culturists, in order to acquire the necessary knowledge of the 
agricultural arts. This regulation does not affect the Kariites, 
who are permitted to employ Christian servants at all times. 
The rights conceded in this regulation, are to extend in the 
same degree to those agricultural Jews who have adopted 
Christianity. From five to eight dessitins of the crown-land, 
are to be allotted to every male Jew. The internal manage- 


ment of the settlers is to correspond with that of all other | 


crown peasants. Each family is to receive 175 silver rubles 
towards the erection of houses, the purchase of cattle, and the 
provision of implements and seeds. In addition to which, they 
are to be exempted from all taxes and imposts for ten years; 
and from the conscription for twenty-five years. At the end 
of this term, they will be subject to the same taxes and imposts 
as all other crown peasants. They may, meanwhile, compete 
with all others for the prizes awarded to agricultural improvers ; 
such as certificates of merit, money premiums, caftans of 
honour, and silver and gold medals. For the acquirement of 
useful knowledge in agriculture, young men are permitted to enter 
the schools established for instruction in those arts. In the 


first three years of this settlement, Jews are not to receive 
| 
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Jewish Disabilities abroad.—The states assembly of the 


passports to leave their village, except for pu 

with their personal concerns; after this sore, cher 
may be granted. ‘Those who take advantage of heer ee 
cannot embark in any new pursuit for twenty-five as 
the new settlers choose to occupy private lands, their cae - 
must also be for not less than twenty-five years; and i ge 
receive only an aid of 85 silver rubles for each fami] ; ea 
Jew who shall purchase land, and settle thereon Gifty males © 
his own creed, will, at the expiration of three years, ac oe of 
the rights of an honorary citizen for himself personally - an 
if he settle 100 males, the same rights hereditarily, oo 

It will be remembered, that our columns have alread 

nounced from the same source, that more than two-fifths of th 
Jews in the Mohilew government had subscribed the 


ir Names 
in acceptance of an agricultural calling. 


MisceLnaAnkA.—The elders of the Hanover Synagogue 
have issued a notice of the prospective vacancy of the offic. 
of Chief Rabbi for that kingdom. Rabbi Fassel, of Prossnit, 
has been called to the Rabbinical chair of Breslau: his willing. 
ness to accept so difficult a post is doubted. The te 
Augsburgh Gazette, speaks of a society at Cassel, which offers 
100 dollars to every Jew who will apostatize to Christianity. 
and yet the society does not succeed! Rabbi Bodenheimer 
of Hildesheim, has been unanimously elected Chief Rabbi of 
Crefeld, (a Prussian department;) letters of naturalisation 
have been granted, and the election confirmed by the state 
authorities. The Rev. gentleman will probably be installed 
soon after the Passover. The efforts of the missionary agents 
in Prussia, to make a ferment, and to claim credit for activity 
in their reports to head quarters, are treated in a happy tone 
of irony in a letter from Stolp, in the Zeit. des Jud.—aA 
series of highly interesting papers have been for some time 
past appearing in the Ze. des Jud., under the title of 
‘* Wanderings in Crawcow, Galicia, Buckowina, Moldavia and 
Wallachia.”’ The sketches relate to the Jews, and give a remark. 
at graphic view of their social condition, habits, manners 
and customs in those unfamiliar districts. Again is the 
Hamburgh correspondent of the Orient at fault, with respect 
to the table of the votes for our Chief Rabbi, which was 
furnished by the Voice of Jacob, and copied thence by a 
Frankfort journal. The respectable correspondent alluded to, 
is certainly bound to make himself master of what he reports: 
and surely any German reader of our columns could trarslate 
for him the information, which might extricate him from the 
labyrinth in which he has involved himself in this matter. 


min pap Ox 
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The commingling of science with our every day 
that even school boys should now be familiar with the sigh 
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geation of terms formerly restricted to the province of the 
learned. This 1s a technological dictionary, judiciously pre- 
ed to do service as an ordinary school expositor, and ren- 
dered attractive by well chosen illustrations, explanatory and 
ictorial. 
asi more Letters to the Archbishop of Canterbury, on the 
culpability and unauthorised presumption of the Gentile 
Christian Church, in requiring the Jew to forsake the law of 
Moses, before he can be allowed publicly to embrace the 
Gospel, kc. By the Rev. John Oxlee. London: Hatchard 


and Son. 


The first three letters addressed by Mr. Oxlee to the Arch- 
bishop, were reviewed at great length in our second volume: 
and the notice so attracted to the reverend author's reasonings, 
procured the republication of them in America. To both these 
circumstances does Mr. Oxlee refer in his observations intro- 
ductory to the letters now before us; and we have much plea- 
sure in reciprocating the kindly feeling with which he acknow- 
ledges our measure of justice, and moreover commends the 
Voice of Jacob as the legitimate source of information to all 
who seek the truth concerning the Jews, in preference to the 
so-called Jewish Intelligence” of the Conversionists. The 
history of the refusal by the Committee of the London Con- 
version Society to receive an advertisement of Mr. Oxlee’s 
first letters—because, as he infers, ‘* they contained more truth 
than might be welcome to the views of the Committee ”"— is 
now published ; it involves a-charge by Mr. O., that the dread 
to allow his arguments an opportunity of access to the sup- 


porters of the Society was *‘ unmanly,” and savouring more of | 
That the managers of 


“bigotry”’ than genuine Christianity. 
the Committee should systematically conceal the really Jewish 
view of their proceedings from the contributors of their funds, 
is sufficiently discreditable; but that they should even go the 
lengths of refusing to a beneficed Christian clergyman, seeking 
the same ultimate object'as they themselves profess, the oppor- 
tunity of explaining and proving the consistency of another 
mode of action—because it supersedes the necessity, and denies 
the lawfulness of their own expensive and unsuccessful efforts— 
isaltogether “‘too bad;” and sitce the Voice of Jacob is now 
extensively read by Christians, we willingly afford the oppor 
tunity of bringing this publication under their notice. 

To our Jewish readers, we have already introduced the reve- 
rend author as one who, like many other pious and learned Chris- 
tians, desires that we should receive the dogmas of the trinity, 
—the incarnation,—and the atonement, (those which he lays down 
as the only points at issue between the Church and the Syna- 
gogue ;) but, that our admission of these dogmas, in the abstract, 
comprises all that can or ought to be required of us; and that it 
is impious to encourage us to abandon one tittle of Judaism and 
its peculiar observances. This device to engraft Christianity 
upon Judaism is no new one; for, undoubtedly, it was precisely 
that which alone the immediate disciples of Jesus attempted— 
80 far as the Jews were concerned. This has so often been 
proved, that ere long we anticipate the general prevalence of a 
tacit acquiescence in this obvious conclusion:—that, since the 
Jews, who were eye-witnesses at that actual period, were un- 
able to confess belief in these contested points; and since it 
was then, and is still, taught that Messiah has yet to come, and 


_Tecognised by the Jews dispersed all over the world, it is. 


Vain to expect one accord in matters of faith until his coming. 
May it speedily be!) 

e are much mistaken if Mr. Oxlee have not, like many others, 
already arrived at this conclusion; and we therefore regard his 
letters to the head of the Christian Church in this country, as 
‘ consistent and fraternal warning against the fearful crime of 
seducing the sons of Israel from a faithful discharge of all the 

utes imposed by the legitimate Synagogue. What could 
avail Christian profession to the Jew—were it even asefficacious 
or Gentiles as it is claimed to be, if he become an apostate to 

8 everlasting covenant with his race, an outcast from the 
Taternity of Israel? For an apostate he is, now,—even accord- 
ing to the Christian scriptures—in the eyes of rational Christians, 
and, ere long, will be in those of the whole Christian church : 


| 
| 
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and an outcast he is from every synagogue and family in Israel, 
as is too well and too painfully known. 

Our reverend author is profoundly learned in the Talmud, 
in Cabbalistic and Rabbinical writings; and he cites nume- 
rous passages to convince the Archbishop, that all the three 
dogmas above referred to have their foundation and support in 
those authorities; consequently, that there will be no real difficulty 
in reconciling Judaism and Christianity ;—the former, as it has 
been, and is; the latter, as it originally was, and oughtstill to be. 
Unless his Grace pretend that Moses and the prophets have 
been wholly superseded, and that the Almighty has vacillated, 
and altered his avowed designs, (it is almost blasphemy even to 
express it), thin he must rejoice to find thatJudaism and Chris- 
tianity can be represented in so intimate a relation towards 
each other, as is done in these letters. In the hope that he, 
and those under his guidance and patronage, may adopt Mr. 
Oxlee’s views, we do not even undertake the task of combating . 
them. As to the Synagogue, if Mr. O. could have expected its 
present concurrence in his inferences from its own literature, 
he would probably have submitted them to the Synagogue 
directly ;—it is necessarily otherwise ; and we are spared the 
occasion for needless controversy. 

Our Jewish readers, who are interested lookers-on at this 
conflict between the Reconciling and the Apostatizing systems, 
are content with the conviction that the latter mst fail, even 
as it has failed for 1800 years; and that the former involves the 
somewhat hopeless attempttosupport the dogmas of Christianity, 


_byarguments derived from the metaphysical disquisitions of those 


who would not accept Christianity! A familiar illustration of 
these endeavours to reconcile, would be afforded by the trial of an 
issue in which the jury were already satisfied, wpon the evidence, 
to give a verdict confirmatory of an ancient title; but were com- 
pelled to listen to an ingenious dissection of the mere arguiments 
advaneed in support of that evidence, in a manner to show the 
employment of those same arguments in support of the coun- 
ter claim. The jury would probably be spared the occasion to 
give an extra verdict, upon recondite argumentations—which 
they might not even understand, their duty being to decide the 
real issue upon the evidence, It is in asimilar position that the 


great bulk of Jewish readers would find themselves after read- 
ing some of Mr. Oxlee’s citations from Talmudic, Cabbalistic, 


and other speculative writers among the Rabbins. Such readers 
as can argue from the authorities cited by Mr. Oxlee, will assur- 
edly arrive at precisely the same conclusions as did those same 
Rabbins concerning Christianity ; while those who have less 
erudition, will be satisfied to accept the testimony of their 
ancestors, and will require a warrant nothing less than that ot 
the coming Messiah to wean them from so high anexample. On 
p. 106, Mr. Oxlee explicitly advises a Jew not to abandon his 
law in order to become “a Jewish apostate disciple of the nine- 
teenth century’’—no matter what the various Christian pro- 
fessors of the present day may urge to the contrary. We shall 
probably resume our notice at another opportunity. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“ 4 former Pupil of L. N.’’ is referred to a note at the foot of p. 139; 
2nd col. of our last issue, where he will find sufficient reasons for our un- 
willingness to afford space to his letters. 


Various communications, advertisements, books for review, &c., having 
reached the office during the holidays, will appear unattended to; and we 
crave indulgence accordingly. | 

The Times of Tuesday last contains a letter signed ‘‘ Elias,’”’ to which 
our attention is called. It is a violent protest against the Maynooth grant, 
but palpably a fabrication—so far as it professes to be written by a Jew; it 
is therefore scarcely likely to do us the injury which any credible interfe- 
rence from such a quarter, in such a spirit, might perhaps occasion. 


— 


| NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Frid. 25th April 18th Nisan 4th of Passover 3rd of WY Sabbath at 7 


Mon. 28 “ 2) 7 6 
Tues.29 “ 22 8 7 
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To the Editor of the “‘ Voice of Jacob.” 


Sir,—You, ot any of your numerous readers, will perhaps have the kindness to 
solve for me a problem contained in the last No. of the ‘‘ Jewish Chronicle,”’ viz. 
in the notice to Correspondents, alluding to the non-insertion of a letter signed 
‘A. former Pupil of L. N.”’ Although the letter merely refutes a criticism of that 
periodical on some of the Hebrew verses of L. N., consequently does not impose 
any responsibility, the Editor says, ‘‘ We cannot deviate from the prudent rule 
adopted by all decent journalists, to require every correspondent to give his name 
and address in confidence.’’ So far well and good; but how is it that in the same 
paper (page 148), in the same breath, as it were, in an article headed Corres- 
pondence,’’ the same Editor says with great parade, ‘‘ as for us, we look to things, 
not to names’’? This appears so contradictory, that I cannot reconcile these two 
maxims,—except indeed I admit, (whichIam really unwilling to do,) that that 
_ journal is conducted on heterogeneous principles, saying and unsaying as best suits 
the purpose,® or else, that like the cuttle-fish, its Editor has made all around bim 
turbid, hoping thereby to escape the two direct imputations on his honesty, in No. 

100 of the Voice of Jacob, which he has not blushed so palpably to evade in his 
last publication. ; 

Be that however, as it may, this is certain, my letter did not receive a friendly 
reception, because, forsooth, as the Editor pleases to remark, it was not formally 
introduced with my name! Now Sir, I believe I have as much right to withhold 
my name from him, as he has his from me, and so demand the insertion of my letter, 
supported as it is by his own argument; that “ to slight an article which deals with 

‘facts, on account of its being anonymous, is an act worthy indeed of the logic of 
the Jewish Chronicle." I believe I have been plain and distinct in stating the 
problem ; if any of your readers will take the trouble to solve it, I offer a premium 
of ten publications of the Jewish Chronicle, (this you will agree is an equivalent 
prize.) But as the solution of every problem requires some given data to work 
upon, you will perhaps have the kindness to insert the letter rejected by the 
Editor of the Jewish Chronicle in the next number of your impartial and anti- 
‘* Paul-Pry"’ paper, and thus at the same time enable your readers to judge, 
whether the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle looks to facts or to names. 

I am, Sir, your’s obediently, 
London, 21st April, 5605. A former pupll of L, N. 

* Somewhat analogous to this, is the recorded opinion of Dr. Philippsohn him- 
self, as Editor of the ** Universal Gazette of Judaism,’’ of which it was an anony- 
mous London correspondent, whose unsupported opinions, the Editor of the Jewish 
Chronicle has been detected in seeking to foist upon the English public, as the 
ex-cathedra judgmentof Dr. P.!| Why does not the Chronicle give an honest 
straight-forward translation of Dr. P.’s own censure on its first five numbers, instead 
of garbling it, as it has done? The Chronicle, methinks, pays a high compliment to 
the too generous forbearance of Jacob’s Voice, when it resorts to such expedients. 


To the Editor of the ** Jewish Chronicle.” 


Sir,—Having seen your criticism in the notice to correspondents in the last 
number of the ‘* Jewish Chronicle,’ on the Hebrew verses of L. N., and finding 
your remarks not consonant with my notions of the spirit of the Hebrew language, 
1 think it due in justice to the accused, as well as to the interests of dispassionate 
criticism, to claim the opportunity of defending what you have placed at the mercy 
of so many assailants. 

You criticize the expression PAY’ Ppttd, saying we may use O'HYIY ppt, 
but not P3W’? PPT. You are doubtless aware that POU’ in biblical language is 
generally used to denote an indefinite number: I am therefore at’a loss to know 
why YS’, in that sense, should not be used to qualify PPT?D, as well as DINYALY’: 
but to remove all doubt on the subject, 1 refer you to,the eighth song of the 
NIXSN Vv’, where you will find PP? YIW; this is surely no, contemptible 
authority in the eyes of Hebrew literati. Your remark that peymd =), in the 
verses on Dr. Adler, (which may, it is true, be translated “ mighty to save,’’) is 
fulsome, is untenable. I have no doubt that L. N. has not intended that the word 
3°) should be here understood as an adjective, but to be taken substantively, indi- 
cating the office of Dr. Adler; besides, the verb PU" 1) is not necessarily trans- 
lated ** to save,”’ but to help, to assist; 1 cannot therefore discover anything “ ful- 
some’’ in the expression; but supposing we take P'Y/371? O° in the sense you 
translate it, you must allow that no language admits more of hyperbolical figures, 
than the Hebrew, particularly in poetical composition. This remark would like- 
wise hold good in reply to your observation on DOWN YIPMN in the verses on 
the death of Professor Hurwitz ;—Heaven help the poet, and especially the East- 
ern one, who is to have his figures dissected and measured! I have no doubt, that 
in justice to L. N., andin accordance with your professions of impartiality, you 
will freely give insertion to thisin your next number. BAN O35 ON YIS ANTS 

You will, I am sure, agree with me, that the same channel through which an 
attack has been made ought to be open for a defence. 


I am, Sir, your’s obediently, 


London, April 7, 5605. A former pupil of L. N, 


Just Published, (by special desire,) Price 6d. 
UTLINES OF THE JEWISH RELIGION, in a series 


of questions and answers, for ihe use of schools and families, By D. Asher, 
Head Master of the Manchester Hebrew Association School. London. Bagster and 


Son. Also to be had of Mr. Angel, Jews’ Free School, and of all Booksellers.— 
Allowance made to Schools. 


EWS’ FREE SCHOOL, Bell Lane, Spitalfields. For 600 
Boys and 300 Girls. 


Wanted immediately, a Governess for the girls’ department of the above Institu- 
tion, who must be competent to instruct the pupils in Hebrew, Reading and Trans- 
lations, English Reading, Writing and Arithmetic, Needle work, and the usual 
branches of education adopted in public schools, conducted on the monitorial system. 
She must be of the Jewish religion, a single woman, and between the ages of 18 
and 40 years.—Application to be made to S, Solomon, Secretary, 42, Great Pres- 


cott Street, on or before the 14th of May, from whom further particulars may be 
obtained. 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 
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Moses, Esq, 


Baron Lionel de Rothschild 
Baron Anthony de Rothschild 
Baron Meyer de Rothschild. | 
Sir Henry Webb, Bart. 

Sir Peter Laurie, Ald. 

Sir Moses Montefiore, F.R.s. 
Mr. Sheriff Sidney, Ald, 
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JNSTITUTION for the Relief of the Indj 
the Jewish Persuasion,—Established, 5580—1819, 
The Committee of Management of the above Institution, give notice of 
for Two Pensioners. Applications for petitions to be mad ; Vacancies 
pp pe € to 38. Solomon 
tary, on or before Monday, the Sth of May, from whom further particu! Secre, 
be obtained, Sulats may 
42, Great Prescott Street. 
EWS’ ORPHAN ASYLUM, 22, Leman Street, Goode 
Fields. Established A.M. 5591. —1831 
Under the Patromage of 
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN DOWAGER. 
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUCHESS OF KEN?T 
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Rooms, St. James’s, on Thursday, May 8th, 1045. ral 
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His Excellency Count Kielmansegge. 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Errol. 
The Earl of Munster. 
Viscount Seaham. 
Lord Dudley Coutts Stuart. 
Lord Paget. 
Count Louis de Noailles. 
Joshua Alexander, Esq. 
Mr. Under Sheriff Ashurst. 
Thomas Baring, Esq. Joseph A. Joseph, Jun, Esq. 
Israel Barned, Esq. Lewis Levy, Esq. 
Alfred Bunn, Esq. Isaac Lyon, Esq. 
Samuel Cartwright, Esq., F.R.S. Henry Moses, Esq. 
General Caulfield, C.B. Samuel Moses, Esq. 
Maurice da Costa, Esq. Benjamin Moses, Esq. 
Hananel de Castro, Esq. Henry Moses, Esq. 
Aley Davis, Esq. Major Oliphant. 
Captain Eastwick. Laurence Phillips, Esq. 
1. B. Elkin, Esq. David Pincherle, Esq. 
Samuel H. Ellis, Jun., Esq. A. W. Robarts, Esq. 
Michael Emanuel, Eigq. David Salomons, Esq. 
Jonas Engel, Esq. Philip Salomons, Esq. 
Charles Farebrother, Esq., Ald. Horatio 8. Samuel, Esq. 
Sydney Goldsmid, Esq. Solomon Sequerra, Esq. 
Haim Guedalia, Esq. M. G. Silva, Esq. 
Frederick Hart, Esq. William Thornborrow, Esq. 
Lionel H. Helbert, Esq. J.J. Travers, Esq. 
John Humphery, Esq. Ald., M.P. J. L. Travers, Esq. 
Andrew Kennedy Hutchison, Esq. D. W. Wire, Esq. | 
_ John Johnson, Esq., Ald. W. Wilkinson, Esq. 
The Musical Arrangements will be under the superintendence of M. Jullien, who 
has kindly offered his services to conduct the Orchestra on this occasion. 
Tickets, including Refreshments, 10s. 6d, each (not transferable), to be had 
through the medium of the Stewards, and of JOHN DIAS—Hon. See. 
OF HISTORY. Established 1844; No. 
St. James’s Street, Pall Mall. 
Subscribers and the public are respectfully informed, that the next Illustrated 
Lecture will be given by W. H. Shippard, on the 
RUINED CITIES OF AMERICA, 
on Monday, 28th April, 1845, at 7 o’Clock in the Evening. Scenery by Mr. C 
Marshall of the Opera, and Theatres Royal. Transparent Maps by Mr. Racine, 
Admission ls.; Reserved Seats, 3s. 
CONGREGATION or UNITED BRETHREN or tHe JEWisiIi FAITH, 
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA. 
\ ANTED for the above Congregation, a Gentleman (a0 
Y unmarried Englishman would be preferred), qualified to officiate as th, 
LECTURER, * NUP yprin Sys ana the latter to be onl 
temporary. The salary will be £200 sterling per annum, with a free residence ; 
and it is presumed that a School, which he will be required to superintend, 
giving instruction in Hebrew and English, will yield an additional yearly sum 0! 
about £100, } 
Application to be made to Messrs. Lazarus & Lawrance, 4, Castle Street, 
Houndsditch, London. 
\ ANTED, by the Manchester Hebrew Association, @ 
competent Lecturer and Teacher. The duties comprised in this office ’ 
to deliver Religious Discourses in English at the Synagogue, and to conductt 
Hebrew and English School connected with the Association. Salary £150 per 
annum.—A pplications and testimonials to be forwarded to Isaac A. Franklin, Esq., 
Hon. Sec., Manchester. 
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